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RULES AND REGULATIONS.

1st. This Society, established for the purpose of encpuraging and
instituting Geographical researches in Western Asia, and the countries
contiguous, 13 denominated the Bombay Geographical Society.

2nd. The Society shall consist of Honorary and Ordinary Members.

3rd. Every candidate for admission, whether as an Ordinary or
Honorary Member, must be proposed and seconded at one Meeting of
the Society, and balloted for at the next.

4th. No person shall be considered duly elected, unless he unite in
his favour the votes of three-fourths of the Members present.

5th. An annual Subscription, amounting to Rs. 15, to be paid by
all Members in advance, on the 1st of April of each year.

6th. Members may compromise, by a single payment of Rs. 100,
instead of a payment of Rs. 15 annually.

7th. Of the Office-Bearers and Committee.—The Office-Bearers
shall consist of a President, a Secretary, and Treasurer,—permanent ;
three Vice-Presidents, and a General Committee of Management (con-
sisting of 20 Members), to be chosen annually.

8th. That the Committee of Management and other Office-Bearers
of the Society, eligible annually, shall be chosen by general vote of
the Ordinary Members, to whom voting lists shall be forwarded three
months previous to the Anniversary Meeting, at which the returns
shall be scrutinised and announced.

9th. Two Sub-Committees, consisting of six Members each, shall
be annually selected from among the Resident Members of the General
Comnmittee, at the first meeting after the annual election of the latter.
The Sub-Committee having the superintendence of all the internal
management, account, &c. of the Society, shall be denominated the
“* Sub-Committee of Accounts:”’ the other shall conduct the cor-
respondence of the Society, and suggest plans for attaining its scientific
objects—to be called * The Sub-Committee of Correspondence.”

10th. The Secretary shall be a Member of the Committee of
Management ex-officio.

11th. Each Sub-Committee can meet independently of the other
for the purpose of discharging the business especially entrusted to it ;
and the meeting shall be summoned by a circular from the Secretary.

pl



il RULES AND REGULATIONS.

12th. The Sub-Committee of Accounts shall lay before the Annual
General Meeting, to be held in May or April of each year, the state of ’
the Society’s Funds. The Sub-Committee of Correspondence shall lay
before the same Meeting a list of the Scientific Contributions made to
the Society during the year.

13th. Each Sub-Committee shall elect, from among its Members, a
President to preside at its meetings.

14th. “The President shall preside at the General Meetings of the
Society, to conduct the Proceedings, and give effect to the Resolutions.

15th. The Vice-Presidents shall preside at the General Meetings
in the absence of the President, and in rotation at Meetings of the
General Committee of Management.

16th. The Secretary shall attend the Meetings of the Society and
those of the Committee, to record their proceedings and conduct the
correspondence. He shall also superintend the persons employed by
the Society, and, under the control of the Committee for managing the
accounts, shall superintend the expenditure of the establishment.

17th. The Treasurer will receive, through the Secretary, all monies
due to the Society, and make payments out of the funds of the Society
according to the directions of the Secretary.

18th. The Society shall meet on the third Thursday of every month,
at 4.30 ». M.

19th. Notice shall be given, either at a previous Meeting or to
the Secretary, of any motion or subject of discussion intended to be
brought before the Meeting, at least one week beforehand ; and all mat-
ters of business, &c., intended to be brought before the Society, shall be
notified to the Members by printed circulars.

20th, Each Member may introduce a friend to all ordinary
Meetings of the Society.

21st. The Society shall present copies of its transactions to the
principal Public Libraries in India, Europe, and America ; and exchange
them with Societies, and with such authors or publishers as may be
disposed to bestow works of equivalent value, or nearly so, on the
library of the Society.

22nd. All Members of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic
Society are entitled to be admitted Members of the Geographical
Society, on making application to this effect through the Secretary,
and paying the prescribed annual subscription.



LIBRARY REGULATIONS. 11

LIBRARY REGULATIONS.

The following are the Rules in force for the Management of the
Library :—

1. The Books of the Geographical Society’s Library may be taken
out by Members, subject to the following exceptions and restrictions.

2. No Book shall be delivered out by the Librarian, unless the
Member requiring it shall either sign the entry in the Register, or send
a receipt to him.

3. No Member shall keep any Book longer than fourteen days.

4. Any Member requiring a Book which has been delivered out,
may insert, or cause to be inserted, his name in a Register kept for that
purpose ; and it shall be the duty of the Librarian to apply for it as
soon as the period specified in the above rule has expired, and, on receipt,
to forward it to the first on the list of applicants if there be more than
one.

5. Not more than three volumes to be taken out at one time by
any Member.

6. The Librarian shall inspect carefully every Book at the time it
is returned, and, if damaged, shall report the circumstance to the
Secretary.

7. Any Book lost or damaged, shall be charged to the Member in
whose name it stood in the Register, at the invoice price, or such price
as shall be fixed by the Committee of Management.

8. Members leaving Bombay, are required to return, before their
departure, to the Library, all Books belonging to it in their possession,
—and no Book shall be carried out of Bombay.

9. No Map, Chart, Atlas, or Book of Reference, shall be taken out,
without express permission from the Committee of Management, except
Books of Reference (for 43 hours) on the order of the Secretary to
that effect.

10. Any Member may propose Books, Charts, Maps, or Atlases, to
be added to the Library, by inserting their names in a Register kept
for that purpose, and they will be ordered or not as the Committec may
deem expedient.

11. Every new Work, Map, Chart, &c., shall lie on the table one
month before it is taken out.

p1r-
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Bombay.

Royal Institution of Great Britain
and Ireland.

Smithsonian Institution, Wash-
ington.

Society of Antiquaries of Scotland.

Superintendent of the Geological
Survey of India.

Superintendent of the U. S. Coast
Survey.
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SESSION 1858-59.
First MEETING.—Thursday, October 21st, 4} ». M.

Present.—Commodore G. G. Wellesley, President, in the Chair ;
W. E. Frere, Esq., C. S., Pice-President ; Brigadier General LeGrand
Jacob ; Commander Barker ; Dr. Leith ; Jugonath Sunkersett, Esq. ;
Cursetjee Jamsetjee, Esq. ; Venayekrao Jugenathjee, Esq. ; Dr. Bhawoo
Dajee ; D. J. Kennelly, Esq.; F. Scovell, Esq. ; Ali Mahomed Khan,
Esq. ; Captain Mahomed bin Hamees.

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed.

1.

2.

Presents to the Library.

Report of the External Commerce of Bombay for the year
1857-58. By R. Spooner, Esq.

Journal of the Royal Geographical Society, Vol. XXVII. By
the Society.

Bulletin de la Société de Géographie, Tome XV. By the
Society.

Annual Report of the Grant Medical College, Bombay, Session
1857-58. By the Principal of the College.

A Lecture on the Laws,of Motion, by R. 8. Sinclair, Esq. By
the Bombay Mechanics’ Institution.

A Sketch for a Map of Knowledge, by G. D. Dempsey, Esq.
By the Author.

Government Central Museum (Madras) Catalogue. By E.
Balfour, Esq.

Paper on the Bhore Ghaut Railway Incline, by J. J. Berkley,
Esq. By the Mechanics’ Institution. ‘

Lecture on Combustion, by Dr. Giraud. By the Author.
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10. Proceedings of the Royal Geographical Society of Londox,
Nos. ITI. and IV. of Vol. II. By the Society.

11. Address at the Anniversary Meeting of the Royal Geographical
Society. By the Society.

12. Brown’s North-West Passage. By the Author.

13. Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland. By the
Society.

14. Bombay Meteorological and Magnetical Observations for 1857.
By Government.

15. Deaths in Bombay during 1857. By Government.

16. Jahrbuch der Kaiserlich Koniglichen Geologischen Reichsan-

stalt, Nos. VII. and VIII,, 1857. By the Society.

17. Report on a Project for the Supply of Water ;to the Poona

Cantonment. By Government.

The Secretary then stated that a recent change in his occupation
began to stand in the way of the discharge of his duties ; that he was
still not without leisure encugh occasionally to contribute to their
Transactions. Time was no longer at his command, at fixed and defi-
nite periods, permitting preparations to be made for or attendance given
at Mectings occurring at stated dates, such as was indispensable for an
Office-bearer ; and he was, therefore, compelled to tender his resignation
of an office for sixtecen years held by him. To avoid occasioning in-
convenience to the Society, he should continue, if so desired, to act till
his successor assumed office.

After some remarks on the subject, it was suggested that the tender
of the resignation had better be submitted to the Committee in writing,
to enable Members to put their sentiments on the subject on record.

A discourse was then dclivered by the Sccretary on the Earthquakes
which had occurred in India from 1842 to 1848, in continuation of
Colonel Baird Smith’s list of Earthquakes from that date backwards,
published in the Journal of the Bengal Asiatic Society.

SESSION 1858-59.
Seconp MeEeTiNnG.—Thursday, November 18¢h, 411 p. M.

Present.—Commodore G. G. Wellesley, Commander-in-Chief of the
Indian Navy, President, in the Chair; the Honorable W. E. Frere ;
H. B, E. Frere, Esq., Commissioner of Sind ; Dr, Winchester ; Com-



BOMBAY GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY. xiii

mander Barker; D. J. Kennelly, Esq., I. N.; F. Scovell, Esq.;
Venayekrao Jugonathjee, Esq. ; Captain Mahomed bin Hamees.

Letters read.—No. 134 of 1838, from J. A. Crowe, Esq., Acting
Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce, Bombay ; from Dr. E. Impey,
Dr. G. Buist, and from Lieutenant Constable.

Presents to the Library.—Report of the Bombay Chamber of Com-
merce for the last year. Presented by the Chamber.

The only matter of business was the election of a Secretary in room
of Dr. Buist, resigned.

With reference to Dr. Buist’s letter to the General Committee, ten-
dering his resignation of the office of Secretary, it was resolved that the
President should address to him a letter on the subject.

The following extracts from letters from Lieutenant Constable, on
the Physical Geography of the Persian Gulf, were then read by the
President : —

“We have already made some important discoveries, and seen some
old places of great interest. The most curious place was at Tarie,
where we explored the ruins of an early Mahomedan city, called Siraf.
This was a considerable port and seat of commerce during the ninth and
tenth centuries, and even in that early age carried on a trade with
China. It appears that the inhabitants of this town were at last
compelled to abandon it, to escape from the oppression of the natives
of the interior, and that they removed to this island. This we learn
from the Arabian Geographers; and also-that this island became the
seat of Government. Sir William Ouseley says that the Persian
manuscripts state that this became a great commercial place in the
tenth century, and that all the islands in the Gulf belonged to the
sovereigns of this island. 'Therefore, this was a flourishing place long
before Ormuz came into notice, or probably long before Ormuz Island
was even inhabited. It appears, however, that there had been a place
called Hormuz on the main land (where Gomberoon, afterwards called
Bunder Abass, stands) from a very early period ; and that these people,
like those at Siraf, were compelled to resort to an island, in order to
escape the oppression of the natives of the interior. They, therefore,
applied to the king of this island (Ghaise, or Khais, or, as the English
call it, Kenn), and having obtained a grant of a desert island, lying
opposite to their territory, they removed thither, and gave it the name
of the country they had quitted. These settlers on the new Ormuz,
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or Island of Ormuz, became rich and powerful to such an extent, that
in 1320 they conquered Khais. Thus did Khais fall into decay as
Ormuz rose into consequence. The Kings of Ormuz were Arabs, and
for 200 years it enjoyed a course of high prosperity, in the acquisition
of power as well as of riches, for it extended its sway from Ras-el-ad
nearly to Basra. The Portuguese attacked it in 1507, but it was not
until eight years afterwards that the Portugucse succeeded in obtaining
possession. _ From this period, the wealthy and powerful kingdom of
Ormuz declined. In 1622, the Persians, with the assistance of the
English, took it from the Portuguese. I was naturally led to speak
so much of Ormuz owing to its relation with this island, but this is
the island we are interested in just at present. We have been so long
now at Khais, that I have had an opportunity of exploring the island,
and have found the ruins of the early Arab city on the north shore of
the island. The mounds of stones, the ddébris of broken, ruined
buildings, cover a very great extent of ground. Many of the buildings
must have been large and lofty, judging by the size and height of the
mounds of stones. The reservoirs for water are numerous, and some
very large, and constructed in a superior manner. One was 120 feet
long, 24 feet wide, by 30 feet deep ; it had been covered with an arched
roof, and the sides had been cemented. Another reservoir near to this
was 145 feetlong! DBut the most remarkable was a subterraneous reser-
voir, which was from § to § a mile long, with shafts sunk at every twenty
yards for the purpose of giving light and air, and also for receiving the
rain water. There were thirty-eight of these shafts ; there were also four
staircases cut through the rock to descend to it by. This, I felt sure,
was the ruins of the commercial city built by the Moslems from Siraf,
and which flourished in the twelfth centary. The trade which Siraf
carried on with China was continued between this place and China no
doubt, and what would appear to prove this, is the vast quantity of
broken China-ware to be picked up now among the mounds, all small
fragments it is true, but some pieces are of superior quality,—of an
ornamental pattern not met with commonly.

This island might be made a very valuable possession, barren as it
now appears ; the soil is not bad, and if the Natives could afford to irri-
gate the soil, anything would grow. It might be a garden. Tresh
water is obtainable along the shore wherever you please to dig a little
hole.” * * *
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«It is to be regretted that, although Karrak has been twice in the
possession of the British, our Government are still without a marine
survey of it and the neighbouring island of the Korgo with its outlying
reefs. The Persian Government is so jealous, that to survey those
islands, whilst in their hands, is out of the question.”

““ We left Bushire on our cruise for fixing the positions on 27th
September 1857, and returned last Friday, having been absent nearly
seven months. We have taken observations on two points of the
coast of Arabia, one 67 miles N. W. of El Katif, the other at Cape
Moosendom, and fixed the position of Biddulph’s Islands, which lie
on the Arabian side of the Gulf: with the above exceptions, our
attention has been devoted to the Persian shore, considering it the
wisest course to proceed systematically, and finish one side at a tine.
The Persian coast, from Bushire down to the entrance of the Gulf, is
nearly done, it remaining only to take observations at three or four
more points. The positions of all the islands on this side have been
determined, also those named Surdy, Bomosa, and the Great Quoin.
I had long known that the coast line near Linga on our charts was very
erroneous ; I therefore triangulated the coast from Mogo Bay to Basa-
dore. This has proved that Cape Bostana is not the southern or most
projecting point, as it is represented on the chart, but Shenas Point,
nine miles to the eastward of it ; and the coast, instead of running west
from Linga proceeds S.W.

“From every island, hill, or point on which we have landed,
I have collected geological specimens, and have now a large collection
packed in boxes. I have, moreover, some bricks, which I dug out of
a mound about six miles south of Bushire; they are covered with in-
scriptions in the cuneiform, or arrow-headed character ; and, therefore,
according to Mr. Layard, the buried building from which I took
them, belonged to an age preceding the conquest of Alexander. I have
before regretted, as a surveyor, that the opportunity of surveying
Karrak was thrown away. Now, as an antiquary, I must regret that
the opportunity which presented when the British occupied the penin-
sula of Bushire was not seized upon to open this mound. I was at work
vpon it with a crow-bar, &c., and a few lascars once; and, from
what I saw, I believe the mound encloses an ancient building. The
very little that I did towards uncovering it, showed the bricks beautifully
placed, in perfect order—it was the top of a wall; no doubt if the sand
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were carefully removed, a most interesting building would be brought
to light.” * * * *

The Acting Secretary said :—* That, though one of these letters had
already been published, and formed the subject of a very valuable
paper from Dr. Carter in the Asiatic Society, he thought that this was
80 entirely within the compass of the pursuits of the Geographical
Society, that they ought to be embodied in its Reports.” He con-
tinued :—* This Society, nearly a twelvemonth ago, addressed Govern-
ment on the subject of collecting information in the Persian Gulf
and the Arabian Sea. To these letters they have not hitherto been
favoured with areply. We specially called attention to the information
deemed desirable in reference to the supposed volcanic nature of the
Islands of Ormuz and Kishim. In one point their nomenclature seems
to have fallen greatly short of the wants of Geology. While the terms
¢ Plutonic’ and ¢ Volcanic’ admirably indicate and distinguish two great
classes of igneous rocks according to their age and character, Granitic’
—or *Primitive,” as they were wont to be called in the Wernerian
vocabulary,—and ° Schistose,” the ¢ Trappean’ or ¢ Volcanic’ fails to in-
dicate the difference betwixt the last and true recent volcanoes, whether
active or inactive. QOur impressions hitherto have been, that many
of the islands of the Persian Gulf were true recent volcanoes, like
Aden and the islands in the Red Sea from Gibbel Teer to the Straits.
The appearance of sulphur bore out this view of the matter. But
there is nothing in the letters of Mr. Constable, or paper of Dr. Carter,
to show whether the idea be erroneous or correct. On examining the
specimens themselves, I find that there is only one—a piece of red
cemented mud—that can with any positiveness be pronounced the
product of a recent volcano. The Asiatic Society has several speci-
mens, collected twenty years ago by Commodore Brooks, several others
presented in 1841 by Dr. R. Woosnam, —at that time on board the Sesos-
tris—that have all the appearance of lava ; but the whole are so imper-
fect as specimens, as to lead us to speak with deference on the subject, and
in reference to a fact so very easily determinable and of such very great
interest—as to whether these be true recent volcanoes like those of Aden
or the lower part of the Red Sca,—we are still in a state of in-
certitude. During the Persian Gulf expedition in 1836, some very
excellent mill-stones were found at Bushire, said to have been brought
from Bagdad ; they are about 2} feet in diameter and 8 to 9 inches
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thick ; they probably weigh about a hundred-weight, and must be driven
—like those of the corn-mills in Egypt, when wind is not employed,—
by bullock or horse power. On examining them, I found them com-
posed of a variety of lava called Leucite—identical with that imported
for mill-stones into Malta from Vesuvius—a specimen of which
is mow in the Central Museum, brought by me to Bombay in
1846. This again is identical with much of the lava of which
Aden is composed. On inquiry, I found that Bagdad had been long
famous for the manufacture and sale of mill-stones, and here are some
dozen of those just described now in Bombay for the use of the Govern-
ment flour-mills about to be established in the Deccan. Millstones will
not bear the charge of long carriage, and the conclusion I arrive at
from this is, that they must be from a recently extinct voleano in the
neighbourhood of Bagdad, of which we know nothing. I make these
remarks mainly in the hope of this meeting the eye of some one who
may inquire into the matter. Any manufacturer of mill-stones would
very readily show where the raw material came from, and a drawing
and tolerable description of the mountain, with a collection of speci-
mens, would furnish the bulk of the information we desire.

“It continues still necessary to direct the attention of collectors to
the importance of obtaining, fresh and fair, specimens which they may
send in ; they should be at least 5 inches square and 14 inch thick, and
no portion of them weathered, decomposed, or decayed. Three-fourths
of the specimens of the harder rocks sent to the Presidency arc utterly
worthless for the purposes of science, from want of attention to these
indispensable and not very intricate or difficult provisions.”

The Secretary then asked and obtained permission to postpone the
paper on the Meteorological and Geological peculiarities of the Ma-
theran and Bhow-Mullen masses of mountain, as he had not been able
to prepare the model he proposed to exhibit, or make such a set of
drawings as he considered satisfactory, and to substitute in its place
some remarks on the views of Professor Owen, aslaid before the British
Association, on the age of man upon the earth. The paper will appear
in the next number of the Transactions.

»3
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SESSION 1858-59.

Tuirp MeETiNG.—Thursday, January 20tk, 4} p. M.
Present.—W. E. Frere, Esq., Vice-President, in the Chair.
Members.—D. J. Kennelly, Esq.; T. H. Bentley, Esq. ; Dr. Bird-

wood ; Dr. Bhawoo Dajec ; and Juggonath Sunkersett, Esq.

The President and Secretary had both been absent from the Presi-
dency on the 14th December, and there had not been a sufficient
number of Members in attendance to constitute a meeting. The
Minutes of the November Meeting having been read, the following
letters were laid on the table.*

“To THE GENERAL COMMITTEE OF THE BoMBAY GEOGRAPHICAL
SocIiETY.

GENTLEMEN,—A wish having been expressed at the last meeting of
the Society, that my resignation of the office of Secretary, then tendered,
should be submitted in form to the Committee, I now, in compliance
with this, have the honour to intimate that it will no longer be in my
power to hold the office, the duties of which I have, for sixteen years,
used my humble endeavours to perform.

2. Looking back to the demise of your first Secretary, Dr. Heddle,
whom I succeeded in March 1842, I feel fully satisfied of my many
shortcomings, and of the kindness and consideration experienced in the
midst of these at your hands.

3. If, of late years, our meetings have been less numerous than they
were wont to be, and papers have flowed in on us in a scanty and inter-
rupted stream, compared to the never-ceasing torrent in which they
were wont to pour, our misfortune in these matters has not been pecu-
liar; and, I trust, is not to be ascribed to any neglect on the part of
your Sccretary.

4. Though unable longer to attend with that punctuality which is
indispensable for an official, I am not so utterly without leisure as to be
compelled to forego the hope of sometimes contributing to your Trans-
actions ; and if my services in preparing and passing any portion of
these through the printer’s hands should be deemed desirable by the
Society, they arc at your command.

* We have given the whole correspondence on the subject of the resignation of the
Secretary ; in reality, the last two letters alone were read, the other had been dis-
posed of at previous meetings, the reports of which have only in part been published.
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5. I shall, meanwhile, if so wished, do my utmost to carry on
the business of the Society until my successor be appointed and initiated
in his duties; and shall, in an especial manner, deem it a privilege
to be permitted to bring to a state of completion the number of your
Transactions sometime due, the printing of which is already in a
considerable state of advancement.

I have the honour to be,
Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
October 28th, 1858. (Signed) Georce Buist.”

“To GeorGe Buisr, Esq., LL.D.,
Secretary to the Geographical Society.

Sir,—At a meeting of the Geographical Society held on the 20th
instant, your letter of October 28th, to the General Committee of the
Society, tendering your resignation of the office of Secretary, and to
which were appended the minutes made thereon by various Members
thereof, was read, and it was unanimously resolved that the President
should address to you a suitable letter of acknowledgment, expressing
the sentiments which the Society entertain in regard to the services you
have rendered, while fulfilling the onerous and responsible duty of
Secretary for a period of above sixteen years, and their regret at
the necessity which compels you now to relinquish that post.

2. The result of your labours in the paths of science is known and
appreciated not only here, but through Great Britain and Europe.
Enduring proofs of your efforts for the benefit of Geographical Science,
however, in particular, are to be found on the records of this Society ;
and any sketch that I could make of your exertions for the extension
of the interests of it, must be most imperfect ; I shall, therefore, not
attempt a recapitulation of them, but content myself with performing the
pleasing duty with which I am entrusted.

3. In tendering to you the warmest thanks of the Bombay Geo-
graphical Society, for the zeal and faithfulness with which you have
conducted the duties of its Secretary, I am happy to be assured that, as
Member, you will still feel a deep interest in the objects of the Society,
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and will continue to devote any leisure time to the subject in which its
Members are so much interested.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) GeorGE G. WELLESLEY,
President, Geographical Society.”
Bombay, 24th November 1858,

“To CommopORE G. G. WELLESLEY,
President of the Bombay Geographical Society.

Sir,—I have the honour to request that you will convey to the
Members of the Bombay Geographical Society my very grateful sense
of the most kindly terms in which my name has been mentioned, on
receiving my resignation, in your letter of the 24th November.

2. When, soon after the commencement of my connection with the
Society, the Surveys of the Indian Navy, which had so richly stored
our Reports with matter of interest, came to a close, and our wars
beyond the North-West frontier shut against us countries, until then,
so fertile in matter of description, it seemed to me expedient that we
should betake ourselves to the department of Physical Geography, on
which one precluded from the power of travelling by professional
avocations at the Presidency might be still able to write.

3. On this ground, and to fill the blank with which our Transac-
tions were threatened, I commenced, rather as a duty than a matter on
which I felt competency or call, to contribute more largely to your
journals than I should otherwise have ventured on ; and these contribu-
tions having been received in Europe in a manner for which I was not
prepared, I continued to extend them here, and to transmit others
occasionally to other quarters.

4. If, through these means, the Society has become more exten-
sively known than it otherwise might have continued to be, after its
supplies of Geographical information, strictly so called, had become
dried up, the circumstance is due to accident much more than to any
merit of mine; and if, through the same cause, I have become known
to many illustrious men who otherwise might never have heard of me,
I owe my good fortune in a great measure to my connection with the
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Society,—the merit, if any there be, is much more theirs than
mine.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

(Signed) Geo. Buisr.”
Bombay, 10tk December 1858.

The Society having then proceeded to the election of a Secretary,
Mr. Kennelly, I. N., was unanimously chosen.

Letters Read.—Nos. 78 and 80 of 1838, from the Secretary to
Government, General Department ; and from the Secretary to the
Ceylon Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society.

Presents to the Library.

1. The Journal of the Indian Archipelago and Eastern Asia, Nos.
II. and ITI. Presented by Government.

2. Reports of the Juries of the Madras Exhibition of 1857. Pre-

sented by Government.

3. Journal of the Ceylon Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society for

the years 1856-58. Presented by the Secretary.

4. Proceedings of the Royal Geographical Society of London, No.

VI, Vol. I1. Presented by the Society.

The Acting Secretary said that, in compliance with a wish expressed
by the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, in 1857, the Society
had forwarded copies of its reports to that body, along with a very
large collection of published papers forwarded through them by the
Bombay Government. The approaching departure of the U. S. Frigate
Minnesota affords the hope of a quicker communication than they had
hitherto enjoyed with the United States, and the Secretary had no
doubt that Captain Du Pont would readily undertake to assist in pro-
moting the intercourse which had for many years now prevailed betwixt
the literary men and institutions of America and India. He, therefore,
proposed that Government be once more on this ground applied to for
a continuation of their publications issued since last despatch, and for
those of them,—such as the Custom House Returns, the Obscrvatory
Reports, &c.,—that had then been omitted. In the present might be
included the publications of any other body which might think fit
to make the Society the medium of communication with Washington,
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The proposal having been agreed to, the Secretary was directed
to write to the officer in command of the Minnesota, and to address
Government on the subject.

Dr. Buist said, in reference to the paper he had formerly promised on
the Meteorological and Geological peculiarities of the Matheran, Bhow-
Mullen and Parbull group of mountains :—* I have not as yet got any-
thing like the collection of drawings requisite for illustration, and I
have not been able to commence the model map I desired to form part
of the illustrations, and fear I must postpone all thoughts of it for the
present. I had hoped that, before now, a successor to me might have
been appointed, to have taken up the task of providing a paper for each
meeting, which the Society, in September 1854, ordered to be seen to
by their Secretary. In want of illustrations— for these only are want-
ing,—I have taken up a subject which has before now occupied our
attention, and which has been several times before our brethren upstairs.
Two months since, I received from some unknown friend the collection
of specimens now before you. They were simply described as ¢ from
the carboniferous bed of Cochin,’ and I hope the donor, who has de-
prived me of the opportunity of thanking him personally, will accept my
published acknowledgments. Specimens of lignite, copalite, and blue
clay, suchas those nowbefore you, had,from time to time,reached me from
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